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Preludio | Prelude DIVINUM MYSTERIUM
arr. Gilbert Martin

Laura Henderson, organ

Chris Urquiaga, piano

La Bienvenida | Welcome Pastor Maria

*Himno | Opening Hymn O Come All Ye Faithful | Venid Fieles Todos, #148

La vela de gozo sera encendido por la familia santa del ultimo ano.// The candle of joy is lit
today by last year’s holy family— Kieu Smith, Keri McWilliams, and baby Luna.

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

Come and behold him

Born the King of Angels:

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

Christ the Lord.

Venid fieles todos a Belén marchemos,
De gozo triunfantes y llenos de amor,
Al Rey de los cielos humilde veremos,
Venid y adoremos,

Venid y adoremos,

Venid y adoremos,

A Cristo el Senor.

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of Heaven above!
Glory to God, glory in the highest:

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

Christ the Lord!

*Palabras de Alabanza | Call to Worship Sofia Merino Maravilla, Deacon

ijOyel! Listen! Do you hear it? The angels are singing.

We hear so much noise, so much fear. Are you sure there is music?
jOyel! Listen! Shepherds in the fields heard it first, a song of great joy.

It's been so long since we've heard good news worth singing about.
iOyel! Listen! The heavenly host is praising, "Glory to God in the highest!"
iGloria a Dios! Can you hear it?

Even when we’re tired and afraid,

The angels bend near with their song, and we join our voices in praise,
Worshipping the God who comes to us in a stable,

Who announces good news to the weary, who sings over all people.

“Congregation stands. La congregacion se pone de pie.
Para traduccion del servicio en espafiol, por favor hablar con un ujier.



*La Paz de Cristo | Passing the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.
La paz del Sefior sea contigo. Y contigo también.

*Respondemos Juntos | Responding Together Make Us One | Haznos Uno

Make us one, Lord, make us one; Holy Spirit, make us one.
Let your love flow so the world will know we are one in you.
Haznos uno, uno en ti. Haznos uno, Senor, en ti.

Y que el mundo vea en nuestro amor que somos uno en ti.

Tiempo con los Ninos | Time with Children Pastor Sally

Ofrendas | Offertory It Came Upon a Midnight Clear
Laura Henderson, organ

It came upon a midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold...

Please visit http://www.calvarydc.org/give. Each Sunday, we have the opportunity

to engage in a spiritual practice tracing back to the early church. As followers of | ?;!::’

Jesus began re-imagining their allegiance to God and not Caesar, they also chose seogs !.’é-“'-"
to share their money, time, and resources in ways that disrupted systems of power i’., o 5 o
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commitments might free you to give to this place both joyfully and intentionally.
Reflecciones Pastorales | Pastoral Reflections Pastor Maria

Cancion | Song Angels We Have Heard on High, #155

Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o'er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Angeles cantando estan
Tan dulcisima cancion;
Las montainas su eco dan
Como fiel contestacion.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Giloria in excelsis Deo.
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See him in a manger laid,

Whom the choirs of angels praise.
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid

While our hearts in love we raise.
Giloria in excelsis Deo.

Giloria in excelsis Deo.

The Birth of Jesus Foretold
(From Luke 1, NRSV)

Narrator: In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to Mary, who was engaged to Joseph, of the house of David. And Gabriel came
to Mary and said,

Angel: “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”

Narrator: But Mary was much perplexed by the angel’s words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. The angel said,

Angel: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.”

Narrator: Mary said to the angel—
Mary: “How can this be?”

Angel: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you. Therefore the child to be born will be holy and
will be called Son of God.”

Mary: “Here am |, the servant of God; let it be with me according to your word.”
Narrator: This is Mary’s song—

Mary: “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for God has
looked with favor on the lowly servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me
blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is God’s name. God
has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; has filled the
hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.”

All: jGloria a Dios! Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and goodwill!

Cancion | Song Go Tell it on the Mountain, #167

Refrain— Go, tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.



1. While shepherds kept their watching 2. Down in a lowly manger

O'er silent flocks by night Our humble Christ was born
Behold throughout the heavens And brought us all salvation
There shone a Holy light. That blessed Christmas morn.

The Birth of Jesus
(From Luke 2, NRSV)

Narrator: In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered.

Shepherd : The Holy Family went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
the city of David called Bethlehem.

Narrator: While they were there, the time came for Mary to deliver the child. Mary
gave birth to this firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

All: iGloria a Dios! Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace and goodwill!

Musica Especial | Special Music Jesus, Oh What a Wonderful Child
arr. Mark Hayes
Calvary Singers

The Angels Sing

(From Luke 2, NRSV)

Narrator: In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them—

Angel: “Do not be afraid; for see—1 am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.’”

Narrator: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying—

Angel: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom God
favors!”

All: iGloria a Dios! Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace and goodwill!



Cancion | Song Hark, the Herald Angels Sing, #150

Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King:
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,

join the triumph of the skies;
with th'angelic hosts proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King!"

Escuchad el son triunfal
de la hueste celestial:
Paz y buena voluntad,;
salvacion Dios os dara.
Cante hoy toda nacion
la angelical cancidn;
estas nuevas todos den:
Nacio Cristo en Belén.
Escuchad el son triunfal
de la hueste celestial.

The Shepherds Visit the Manger
(From Luke 2, NRSV)

Narrator: When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said—

Shepherd: “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
God has made known to us.”

Narrator: So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child;
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all
these words and pondered them in her heart.

Shepherd: The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.

Narrator: All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by God through the prophet:
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him ‘Emmanuel’,
which means, ‘God is with us.’”

All: ;Gloria a Dios! Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace and goodwill!

Por favor, ponse de pie y recibe su luz.
Please stand as you are able and pass the light to those around you after you receive it.



*Cancion | Song Silent Night | Noche de Paz, #145

Silent night, holy night, Noche de paz, noche de amor.
All is calm, all is bright Todo duerme en derredor.
Round yon virgin, Mother and child Entre los astros que esparcen su luz,
Holy infant, so tender and mild, Bella anunciando al niiito Jesus,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Brilla la estrella de paz,
Sleep in heavenly peace. Brilla la estrella de paz.

*Bendicion | Benediction Pastor Sally

Apaga su luz. // You may extinguish your light.
*Himno Final | Departing Hymn Joy to the World | Al Mundo Paz, #143

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her King;

let ev’ry heart prepare him room

and heav’n and nature sing,

and heav’n and nature sing,

and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Al mundo paz, nacio Jesus
Nacio ya nuestro rey

El corazon ya tiene luz

Y paz su santa grey

Y paz su santa grey

Y paz, y paz su santa grey!

God rules the world with truth and grace
and makes the nations prove

the glories of God’s righteousness

and wonders of God’s love,

and wonders of God’s love,

and wonders, wonders of God’s love!

Postludio | Postlude Angels from the Realms of Glory
arr. Michael Ware

Laura Henderson, organ

Chris Urquiaga, piano



Sign up for our weekly newsletter, Latest Happenings.
Visit calvarydc.org and select “Sign up for Updates.”

Contact the Deacon of the Week, Sofia Merino Maravilla,
zsofia.merino@gmail.com with your cares and concerns.

Livestream available on all In-Person Sundays—
facebook.com/CalvaryDC.

Join us from home on Zoom for Holiday Virtual Sundays—
bit.ly/ZoomCalvaryDC or watch the livestream at link above.

UPCOMING VIRTUAL SUNDAYS —

Sunday, December 28 at 10:30 a.m. (Christmas/New Year)
Sunday, January 18 at 10:30 a.m. (MLK weekend)
Sunday, February 15 at 10:30 a.m. (President’s Day weekend)



http://www.calvarydc.org/
mailto:zsofia.merino@gmail.com
https://facebook.com/calvarydc
https://bit.ly/ZoomCalvaryDC

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Advent 2025

Sunday, December 14 @ 10:30 a.m. Special Nativity Sunday with Christmas luncheon
and Posadas celebration to follow!

Sunday, December 21 @ 10:30 a.m. IN-PERSON Advent Worship

Wednesday, December 24 @ 10:30 a.m. Christmas Eve Potluck Brunch and Hymn Sing
in Woodward Hall. Please bring a dish to share.

Sunday, December 28 @ 10:30 a.m. VIRTUAL worship on Zoom/Facebook Live.

Calvary Study Group— The Calvary Study Group met in September and kicked off its
study of The Difficult Words of Jesus. Each chapter is independent, so feel free to join the
conversation even if you missed the September gathering or can't commit to the entire 6-
month study. Contact Becky Vaughn for more information or if you have any questions.
The next gathering is Thursday, December 18.

Estudio Biblico Vida y Justicia—Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, we have
begun the first unit of the Life and Justice Bible Study. The first topic was God and humanity.
The following topics are: God's world, humanity's world, the historical Jesus, and Jesus and
the early Christian movements. The goal of this Bible study is to understand God's will for us
today and to be His instruments in moving toward a better world, empowered by His Spirit. We
study the Bible on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the church library. All are welcome.


https://calvarydc.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5c99ba60ac87955850d6c3abe&id=ad09aa33be&e=5f180ba7d4
mailto:Becky@BeckyVaughn.org

OUR LABOR TOGETHER | A Mission Statement

We are a multi-racial, multi-ethnic community of Christ followers committed to the
sacred work of anti-racism, social justice, and radical inclusion.

OUR BELOVEDNESS | A values Statement

We affirm that God celebrates the creative diversity of God’s kin-dom, loving people of
every color, faith, nationality, immigration status, sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression, physical and cognitive ability, and economic status. It matters that people
who have been historically marginalized by the Christian church in America see
themselves listed here as God’s beloved. In other words, you are our values statement.

We believe Black Lives Matter. Further still, Black Lives are precious and beloved
by God. We are a church shaped by this profound theological statement. Until
this is fully understood and expressed in the policies and practices of this nation’s
political and social life, it is essential for people of faith to keep saying, and living,
this truth.

We believe no human being is “illegal,” and as a Sanctuary Church, we fully
welcome and support people of all immigration statuses.

We believe LGBTQ+ lives are sacred, beautiful, and ought to be fully included and
affirmed in all aspects of congregational life and leadership.

We celebrate that our worshipping life is multi-lingual and multi-dimensional,
especially shaped by Latin American, particularly Salvadoran, traditions, and the
Historic Black Church tradition.

We value interfaith inclusion and welcome people of any and all faith traditions to
find a home here.

We value people for who they are and not for their role in an economy where
wealth accumulates and people struggle to live.

We acknowledge that we gather on the traditional land of the Piscataway,
Anacostan, and Nacotchtank Peoples past and present, and honor with gratitude
the land itself and the people who have stewarded it throughout the generations.
We believe that the earth is sacred and that we must continue to learn how to be
better caretakers of the land we inhabit.

We value diverse theological voices which have long stood on the margins within
the Christian tradition in America.

OUR HOLY IMAGINATION | A Vision Statement

We believe that Jesus identifies particularly with oppressed and marginalized people and
invites us into radically inclusive community. As a historically white church with the
sacred gift of now being a multiracial Christian community, we hear the clarion call to
engage in the active and disruptive work of anti-racism and decolonization, both within
ourselves and in the world. Ultimately, we commit to this labor as a joyful act of
discipleship that leads us ever deeper into the Gospel of liberation and life.




REMEMBER IN PRAYER

New this week: Manuel Torres; Francisco Pereira; Family and friends of Carole Holcomb,
mother of Becky Vaughn’s son-in-law; Family and friends of Cheryl Kerner, mother of
John Appiah-Duffell's brother-in-law, who died last week

Rev. Karl M. Thomas, Rev. Mahogany Thomas’ father; Barbara Rice, Courtney Miller’s
mom; Nik Andonov, friend of Liubov and Chuck Russell; Dan Mayfield, Jay Mayfield’s
father; George Brummett-Wudel, Will Brummett and Grace Boone’s niece; Ed Renfrow,
Phil Renfrow’s brother; Alice Bartlett; Eleonora Settels; Carrie Dale, mother of Amy Dale;
Marlene Shambaugh, Courtney Miller’s aunt; Luis Campos, Daniel Alcazar-Roman’s
uncle; Harold Walker, Jackie Wright’s stepfather; For peace to prevail in Ukraine,
Palestine, Afghanistan, and Yemen; Peace in El Salvador, refugees, asylum seekers, and
immigration reform; Victims of gun violence, racial reconciliation and justice everywhere;
People targeted with hate crimes; Peace in our world, especially those impacted by war,
violence, and government turmoil; Our collective response to resisting white supremacy;
Victims of terror everywhere.



CHURCH STAFF

Sally Sarratt (she/her) Senior Co-Pastor (ssarratt@calvarydc.org, ext. 121)

Maria Swearingen (she/her) Senior Co-Pastor (mswearingen@calvarydc.org, ext. 103)
Mahogany Thomas (she/her) Womanist Theologian in Residence (mthomas@calvarydc.org)
Shiowei Cheng (she/her) Children/Youth/Congregational Coordinator (scheng@calvarydc.org)
Jojo Angdisen (he/him) Facilities and Operations Coordinator (jangdisen@calvarydc.org)

Al Jeter (he/him) Supervisor of Maintenance (ajeter@calvarydc.org, ext. 128)
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