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Service of Blessing for the School Year

Musica | Prelude Children's Prayer from Sweden
Roberta Bitgood
Laura Henderson, organ

La Bienvenida | Welcome Pastor Maria

*Himno | Opening Hymn Jesus Loves the Little Children

Jesus loves the little children,

All the children of the world,

Stranger, friend, and neighbor, too,

God loves them as God loves you,

Jesus loves the little children of the world.

Cristo ama a los ninos,

A los niflos como yo,

No le importa de su piel,

Dios sera por siempre fiel,
Cristo ama a los nifios por igual.

*Palabras de Alabanza | Call to Worship Carolyn Lamere, Deacon

We gather as people who seek /a verdad, the truth—

However uncertain we feel, however many questions we carry.

We come together as una comunidad, a community that learns together—

So this becomes a place where curiosity is blessed.

We have come to celebrate nuestros nifios, our children, and their sacred questions—
iAlabamos al Dios de la sabiduria! Let us worship the God of wisdom!

“La Paz de Cristo | Passing the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.
La paz del Sefior sea contigo. Y contigo también.

*Respondemos Juntos | Responding Together Make Us One | Haznos Uno

Make us one, Lord, make us one; Holy Spirit, make us one.
Let your love flow so the world will know we are one in you.
Haznos uno, uno en ti. Haznos uno, Senor, en ti.

Y que el mundo vea en nuestro amor que somos uno en ti.

Tiempo con los Ninos | Time with Children Pastor Sally

Ofrendas | Offertory Jesus Said Love Everyone
arr. Paul Cardall
Laura Henderson, piano

*Congregation stands in body and/or in spirit. La congregacion se pone de pie en persona o en espiritu.
Para traduccion del servicio en esparfiol, por favor hablar con un ujier.



Please visit http://www.calvarydc.org/give. Each Sunday, we have the opportunity to

engage in a spiritual practice tracing back to the early church. As followers of Jesus [ :i-i::‘ .
began re-imagining their allegiance to God and not Caesar, they also chose to share % E A A
their money, time, and resources in ways that disrupted systems of power and ’;'3-' xX 2 -
violence around them. As a community of faith shaped by this intention as we strive *33: 3 3
to be radically inclusive, progressive, and multicultural, we pray that our [} o
commitments might free you to give to this place both joyfully and intentionally. ot
Oraciones del Pueblo | Prayers of the People Carolyn Lamere, Deacon
Musica | Refrain Strong, Gentle Children, #511
Strong, gentle children,
God made you beautiful,
gave you the wisdom and power you need;
speak in the stillness
all you are longing for;
live out your calling to love and to lead.
Strong, knowing children,
utter your cry aloud,
honor the wisdom God gave you at birth;
speak to your elders
till they have heard your voice;
sing out your vision of healing on earth.
Lectura | Scripture Lucas | Luke 2:41-52
Sakeenah Shabazz

Every year during Jesus’ childhood, his parents traveled to Jerusalem for the Passover
celebration. When Jesus was 12, he made the journey with them. They spent several days
there, participating in the whole celebration.

When his parents left for home, Jesus stayed in Jerusalem, but Joseph and Mary were not
aware. They assumed Jesus was elsewhere in the caravan that was traveling together. After
they had already traveled a full day’s journey toward home, they began searching for him
among their friends and relatives. When no one had seen the boy, Mary and Joseph rushed
back to Jerusalem and searched for him.

After three days of separation, they finally found him—sitting among a group of religious
teachers in the temple —asking them questions, listening to their answers.

Everyone was surprised and impressed that a 12-year-old boy could have such deep
understanding and could answer questions with such wisdom. His parents, of course, had a
different reaction.

“Son, why have you treated us this way? Listen, your father and | have been sick with worry for
the last three days, wondering where You were, looking everywhere for You.”

“Why did you need to look for me? Didn’t you know that | must be working for God?”


http://www.calvarydc.org/give

Neither Mary nor Joseph really understood what he meant by this. Jesus went back to
Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. His mother continued to store these memories
like treasures in her heart.

And Jesus kept on growing—in wisdom, in physical stature, in favor with God, and in favor with
others.

Cada ano durante la infancia de Jesus, sus padres viajaban a Jerusalén para la celebracién de
la Pascua. Cuando Jesus tenia 12 afos, hizo el viaje con ellos. Estuvieron alli varios dias,
participando de toda la celebracion.

Cuando sus padres se fueron a casa, Jesus se quedo en Jerusalén, pero José y Maria no se
dieron cuenta. Supusieron que Jesus estaba en otra parte de la caravana que viajaba junta.
Después de haber recorrido un dia completo de camino hacia su casa, comenzaron a buscarlo
entre sus amigos y parientes. Cuando nadie vio al nifio, Maria y José regresaron corriendo a
Jerusalén y lo buscaron.

Después de tres dias de separacion, finalmente lo encontraron, sentado entre un grupo de
maestros religiosos en el templo, haciéndoles preguntas y escuchando sus respuestas.
Todos quedaron sorprendidos e impresionados de que un nifio de 12 afios pudiera tener un
conocimiento tan profundo y pudiera responder preguntas con tanta sabiduria. Sus padres,
por supuesto, tuvieron una reaccion diferente.

Hijo, ¢por qué nos has tratado asi? Escucha, tu padre y yo hemos estado muy preocupados
durante los ultimos tres dias, preguntandonos donde estabas, buscandote por todas partes.

¢ Por qué necesitabas buscarme? ;No sabias que debo estar trabajando para Dios?
Ni Maria ni José entendieron realmente lo que queria decir con esto. Jesus regreso con ellos a
Nazaret y les obedecid. Su madre siguioé guardando estos recuerdos como tesoros en su

corazon.

Y Jesus siguid creciendo: en sabiduria, en estatura fisica, en el favor de Dios y en el favor de
Su pueblo.

Musica Especial | Special Music | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

Desmond Thompson, soloist
Sermén | Sermon Pastor Maria
*Himno | Departing Hymn Go My Children With my Blessing, #431

Please sing stanzas 1 & 3.
*Bendicion | Benediction Pastor Sally

Musica | Postlude HYFRYDOL
Russell Schultz-Widmar
Laura Henderson, organ



Sign up for our weekly newsletter, Latest Happenings.
Visit calvarydc.org and select “Sign up for Updates.”

Contact the Deacon of the Week, Carolyn Lamere,
carolynlamere@gmail.com with your cares and concerns.

Livestream available on all In-Person Sundays—
facebook.com/CalvaryDC.

Join us from home on Zoom for Holiday Virtual Sundays—
bit.ly/ZoomCalvaryDC or watch the livestream at link above.

Next Virtual Sunday— Sunday, October 12 (Indigenous People’s Day weekend)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Theology on Draft: This Wednesday, September 10— Join us at Pastor Sally and
Pastor Maria’s house at 7 pm. Please RSVP Rev. Mahogany, mthomas@calvarydc.org.

Calvary Book Group Gathering, Thursday, September 18— Join in-person from
7:30-8:30 pm in the Church Library, or join via Zoom, bit.ly/ZoomCalvaryDC. We will discuss
the first chapter of The Difficult Words of Jesus. Email Becky Vaughn, becky@beckyvaughn.org
if you plan to join in-person!

Save the Date for Calvary’s Annual Retreat— Make plans to join us
Sunday, September 21 at Camp Fraser as we gather for a day of fellowship
and fun! Register at adjacent QR code.
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Our denominational partner, the Alliance of Baptists, was a co-sponsor of a DC Nuclear Prayer
Day Vigil on the 80™ Anniversaries of the U.S. Atomic Bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
At this vigil, Calvary members who attended learned that, in January 2025, the Bulletin of the
Atomic Scientists moved their Doomsday Clock ahead to 89 seconds before midnight — “the
closest it has ever been to catastrophe.”

We also saw some beautiful pictures (copy of one is above). Rev. Rob Keithan of All Souls
Church, Unitarian Church, Washington, D.C. shared a powerful story: these drawings were
created by Hiroshima schoolchildren using supplies sent by that congregation. The
congregation was challenged to do something life-giving after their pastor had been shocked
to see a Department of Defense picture of a celebration of the bombing with a mushroom
shaped cake.

We were challenged to do something life-giving in our own time, and in particular to encourage
our Congressional representatives to co-sponsor resolutions (H.Res. 317 and S.R. 323) which
outline measures that the U.S. could take to advance nuclear arms control and reduce nuclear
dangers.

We know that a better, safer world is possible. Right now, there are so many ways we can
advocate for and work for a better world. Please join other Calvary members in one small step
— during coffee hour you can join other Calvary members and friends and sign letters to
Senators Warner (VA), Kaine (VA), Alsobrooks (MD) and Van Hollen (MD), to Representatives
Beyer (VA), lvey (MD), and Raskin (MD) and to Delegate Holmes-Norton (DC). The letters ask
these Congressional members to be leaders and fight for future generations by being a co-
sponsors for these resolutions.



LABOR TOGETHER | A Mission Statement

We are a multi-racial, multi-ethnic community of Christ followers committed to the
sacred work of anti-racism, social justice, and radical inclusion.

OUR BELOVEDNESS | A values Statement

We affirm that God celebrates the creative diversity of God’s kin-dom, loving people of
every color, faith, nationality, immigration status, sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression, physical and cognitive ability, and economic status. It matters that people
who have been historically marginalized by the Christian church in America see
themselves listed here as God’s beloved. In other words, you are our values statement.

We believe Black Lives Matter. Further still, Black Lives are precious and beloved
by God. We are a church shaped by this profound theological statement. Until
this is fully understood and expressed in the policies and practices of this nation’s
political and social life, it is essential for people of faith to keep saying, and living,
this truth.

We believe no human being is “illegal,” and as a Sanctuary Church, we fully
welcome and support people of all immigration statuses.

We believe LGBTQ+ lives are sacred, beautiful, and ought to be fully included and
affirmed in all aspects of congregational life and leadership.

We celebrate that our worshipping life is multi-lingual and multi-dimensional,
especially shaped by Latin American, particularly Salvadoran, traditions, and the
Historic Black Church tradition.

We value interfaith inclusion and welcome people of any and all faith traditions to
find a home here.

We value people for who they are and not for their role in an economy where
wealth accumulates and people struggle to live.

We acknowledge that we gather on the traditional land of the Piscataway,
Anacostan, and Nacotchtank Peoples past and present, and honor with gratitude
the land itself and the people who have stewarded it throughout the generations.
We believe that the earth is sacred and that we must continue to learn how to be
better caretakers of the land we inhabit.

We value diverse theological voices which have long stood on the margins within
the Christian tradition in America.

OUR HOLY IMAGINATION | A Vision Statement

We believe that Jesus identifies particularly with oppressed and marginalized people and
invites us into radically inclusive community. As a historically white church with the
sacred gift of now being a multiracial Christian community, we hear the clarion call to
engage in the active and disruptive work of anti-racism and decolonization, both within
ourselves and in the world. Ultimately, we commit to this labor as a joyful act of
discipleship that leads us ever deeper into the Gospel of liberation and life.




REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Rev. Karl M. Thomas, Rev. Mahogany Thomas’ father; Maria Ciciliano, Doris
Evangelista’s friend; Ms. Rose, Tim Shaw’s friend; Barbara Rice, Courtney Miller's mom;
Nik Andonov, friend of Liubov and Chuck Russell; Dan Mayfield, Jay Mayfield’s father;
George Brummett-Wudel, Will Brummett and Grace Boone’s niece; Ed Renfrow, Phil
Renfrow’s brother; Alice Bartlett; Eleonora Settels; Carrie Dale, mother of Amy Dale;
Bradley Sims, friend of Carter Vaughn; Marlene Shambaugh, Courtney Miller’s aunt; Luis
Campos, Daniel Alcazar-Roman’s uncle; Harold Walker, Jackie Wright’s stepfather; For
peace to prevail in Ukraine, Palestine, Afghanistan, and Yemen; Peace in El Salvador,
refugees, asylum seekers, and immigration reform; Victims of gun violence, racial
reconciliation and justice everywhere; People targeted with hate crimes; Peace in our
world, especially those impacted by war, violence, and government turmoil; Our
collective response to resisting white supremacy; Victims of terror everywhere.

CHURCH STAFF

Sally Sarratt (she/her) Senior Co-Pastor (ssarratt@calvarydc.org, ext. 121)

Maria Swearingen (she/her) Senior Co-Pastor (mswearingen@calvarydc.org, ext. 103)
Mahogany Thomas (she/her) Womanist Theologian in Residence (mthomas@calvarydc.org)
Shiowei Cheng (she/her) Children/Youth/Congregational Coordinator (scheng@calvarydc.org)
Jojo Angdisen (he/him) Facilities and Operations Coordinator (jangdisen@calvarydc.org)

Al Jeter (he/him) Supervisor of Maintenance (ajeter@calvarydc.org, ext. 128)
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